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MARBEFES explores the relationships
between Nature, Society and Economy 

We have developed almost 30 tools that
quantify or highlight the most important
interactions and inter-dependence between
these elements

Advancing current research-driven knowledge on:

Molecular and automated recognition of
organisms and communities
Marine biodiversity and ecosystem functioning
Visualisation of ecosystem interactions and
management-driven measures 
Societal benefits and services from marine
ecosystems
Cultural identity and intrinsic existence values
Direct and indirect economic assets
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Valuating ecosystems to support knowledge
provision and evidence-based decision-making 
for different sectors:

Natural valuation - location-specific assessment 
      of ecosystem components

Cultural ecosystem valuation – participatory
mapping of perceptions
Economic valuation – monetary and non-monetary
values of ecosystems and/or their components

Exploring different perspectives, challenges and
visions for management of human activities 
in marine environments:

Customised risk and consequence assessments 
Understanding hierarchies and multi-level
governance structures within regulatory
frameworks (local, regional to pan-European
scale) and the agencies responsible for
implementing these
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